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The City of Oakland Park on Wednesday
took a major step toward raising its
visibility as a South Florida destination by
naming a developer to build a sweeping
mixed-use project that includes new
residential, commercial and public spaces.
The plan would also integrate a proposed
commuter train station on the Florida
East Coast Railway line.
Late Wednesday, the five-member
city commission unanimously voted
to approve an evaluation committee’s
recommendation to name the team
of Falcone Group of Boca Raton and
Kaufman Lynn Construction of Delray
Beach to redevelop a six-acre stretch
that runs along Northeast 12th Avenue
[parallel to the rail line and Dixie
Highway] and south of the Funky Buddha
Brewery between Northeast 36th Street
and Northeast 38th Street.
As with other South Florida cities,
Oakland Park for years has sought to
create its own niche, with a laid-back feel
that distinguishes itself enough to make
people want to make a trip there. The
project is a major step in that direction.
Falcone is co-developer of the massive
Miami WorldCenter in downtown
Miami, and is building the Plantation

Rendering shows residential portion of a sweeping downtown redevelopment project proposed for Oakland Park by
Kaufman Lynn of Delray Beach and the Falcone Group of Boca Raton. The firms’ proposal was recommended over two
others by an evaluation committee that reports to the city commission. (BC Architects, Coral Gables/Courtesy)

Walk mixed-use project in West Broward. character. Oakland Park has always been
After the commission’s approval, the next a small-town city and we like it that way.”
step is for the city and developer negotiate
a contract over the next 90 days.
From north to south, the low-rise
structures proposed by the Kaufman
“I think this is huge,” said City Manager Lynn / Falcone include:
David Hebert in an interview. “We are
thrilled that developers were interested in • On the north end, across NE 38th Street
a city like Oakland Park, which for many from Funky Buddha, a five-story building
years had gone unnoticed in terms of with 56 apartments, as well as eight livedevelopment.”
work units with residential and business
space. There would also be retail space on
the ground floor, and offices four floors
The downtown redevelopment idea has above it. On the roof, space would be
been years in the making. “I think we have available for events. The building would
come into our own,” Hebert said. “This is offer a parking garage for 208 cars.
going to usher in a new opportunity for • A three-story townhouse building with
the city. But it’s not going to change our 22 units.

Downtown Vision

• A curved six-story building with 190
apartments, ground-floor retail, an
amenity deck with a pool, and a parking
garage for 550 cars.
According to the developers’ proposal, 20
apartments would fall into the work force
housing category for residents earning up
to 120% of the area’s median income.
“Oakland Park has a great vision for what
they want to do for their downtown and
culinary district,” said Jeff Zalkin, vice
president of business development for
Kaufman Lynn. He said the development Rendering shows a decades-old tree that Oakland Park wants preserved as part of a remake of the city’s downtown district.
team “really took that vision to heart Under a plan submitted by the Kaufman Lynn / Falcone Group, it shall be done. (BC Architects, Coral Gables/Courtesy)
and focused on making a place that is
very unique to Oakland Park but very The city took a strong step toward office and retail portions of the project
a station last year when the Florida filed by the developer.
community-based.”
Department of Transportation named the
Kaufman Lynn and Falcone beat out city as a candidate for a station stop along
two other prominent South Florida a proposed commuter line known as the The city has worked to beef up its low-rise
development teams: Terra, Comras Coastal Link. The operator has yet to be central business district along Northeast
Group and Zyscovich from Miami; and determined. The department is now in the 12th Avenue, which would see the
advance stages of a study for a Broward relocation of several elements, including
Merrimac Ventures of Fort Lauderdale.
County segment that would run along the City Hall, once the project gets under way.
The city’s evaluation committee scored FEC corridor, starting at Deerfield Beach
them on their designs, the quality of and linking with a proposed Miami-Dade The Kaufman Lynn / Falcone project
would inject the volume and mass that
residential and commercial concepts, segment at Aventura.
the city with a population of nearly 50,000
parking, streetscape plans, the train
station project and the treatment of urban But the reality of Oakland Park residents needs to attract more residents and sustain
green spaces, among other things. The walking from their downtown residences businesses, officials say.
city also insisted on the preservation of a to board a commuter train to Miami is
several years away. The Kaufman Lynn / On the west side of Dixie, the city intends
decades-old “historical” ficus tree.
Falcone Group partners pledge they can to build the Sky Building, a six-story,
complete the project by March 2025. If mixed-use development that eventually
What’s a woonerf? The city wanted all goes well with the commuter line’s will become the new home of City Hall.
the developers to include one in the planning and development, the commuter
City officials believe new real estate
competition. It’s a “living street” space, a train rides might start in 2027.
projects in the downtown area can support
concept popular in the Netherlands and
Belgium. In Oakland Park’s case, it would First, the developer group needs work out economic development by encouraging
offer curved paths and public spaces for its contract with the city. Then it would entrepreneurs to live, work and play in
events, coffee and ice cream kiosks and spend more than $25 million buying land the area.
from the city ($11.2 million) and paying
outdoor dining in adjacent buildings.
100% to cover the costs of the streetscape The commissioners on Wednesday said
It would also provide easy access to a ($1.775 million) and the rail station ($5.6 they were impressed by all of the proposals
proposed commuter rail station on the million). They would also pay $1.76 as well as the care and time dedicated to
million to relocate the city’s Greenleaf them by the competing companies. The
Florida East Coast Railway line.
Park and pay for nearly 200 outdoor and city issued requests for proposals last
indoor parking spaces.
August, gradually narrowing the field to
the final three last month.
For years, Oakland Park has been angling
for a train stop along the Florida East Commissioners were told the project
Coast Railway line, which now carries would produce $4.5 million in sales and Still, Mayor Michael E. Carn, whose family
moved to the city in 1963, confessed he felt
trains operated by the Brightline high property taxes for the city each year.
speed rail service and the FEC freight Overall, the cost of the project appears “nervous.” Of the revamped downtown,
to be just south of $150 million, after a he said: “This is not going to look what it
railroad.
review of the budgets for the residential, has looked like for so many years.”
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